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talents as a singer, coupled with his sweet natural voice, attracted several professional musicians from South India who were anxious to get audience with His Highness and secure an opportunity to sing before his august presence. Such master-singers as Mahavaidyanatha Bhagavathar, Parameswara Bhagavathar, Coimbatore Raghava Iyer, Kalyanakrishna Iyer, the well-known Veena player of Palghat, Mahadeva Iyer, reputed violinist, etc., flourished during this reign. It was then that the famous musical combat between Mahavaithi Bhagavathar and Raghava Iyer took place in the presence of His Highness who was himself an eminent vocalist, his unsurpassed musical talents having been acknowledged by the most reputed professionals. Mr. T. Lakshmana Filial, the eminent Travancore Musician, says that " the combat proved that Travancore could produce musicians who could meet foreign musicians on equal footing, provided the necessary encouragement was forthcoming/' Besides the above distinguished luminaries there were also lesser lights who had made their own name.
Two other musicians of the Royal House whose names cannot be forgotten are Raja Kerala Varma G. S. L, who in the field of Sanskrit literature, has been called " Modern Kali-dasa ", and his talented Consort, Her Highness Lakshmi Bayi C, L, the Senior Rani. Both of them were Veena players of a high order.
We next come to another Musician Prince, Aswati Tirunal B. A., the first graduate among the Princely Order in India. Even during his early youth he showed musical talents of a high order. His remarkably sweet voice and his admirable singing, coupled with his keen intellect and quick grasp, gave bright promise of a distinguished career, but these hopes were dashed to the ground by his premature death at an early age.